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We provide  suggestions  on  the  following topics:

O)   Consistency of Definitions

(2)   Cross-Sectional and Longitudinal Studies

(3)   Process Data Collection

(4)   Competency-Baaed Curriculum

(5)   Ways of  Improving the Quality of the Data Collection Process

Consistency  of Definitions

The most clearly stated data  collection need addressed by the writers of  the
papers synthesized in this  report is  the need  for clear,   consistent definitions.
Hlthout consistency,   the  reliability and validity of  the data collected from
various sources become questionable and the value  of  the data is greatly
reduced.

Some papers  either explicitly  or implicitly  suggest  that  the  beat way  to obtain
consistency is for the  federal  government  to  mandate  standard definitions  or for
the states  to agree upon and use a standard  set  of  definitions.     Others suggest
that the federal government use strong-arm  tactics   in pressuring states  to use
standard definitions.

Local autonomy is  sacred in many state educational systems.     Some states  are not
politically  in a position to mandate  standard definitions.     This is  especially
true in areas  related to  the  curriculum.     Standard definitions may be suggested,
but it would not be  feasible,   for example,   to require all  systems  to adhere  to
the same nomenclature  in providing titles   for courses.

States should be encouraged to agree upon a  recommended set of standard
definitions and should be  encouraged,  but  not  coerced,   to use these  definitions.

HCES should develop incentive programs that encourage  the consistent use  of
standard definitions.     Incentives could include  computer software packages  that
ate useful  to school systems  in the processing  of  data,   free reports,   user
tapes,   free computer time for accessing information files,   technical services,
and other benefits suggested by local and  state  school personnel.

Incentives  coupled with an awareness program designed  to develop an

understanding about the need for consistent definitions may prove  to be  the most

effective way of obtaining reliable and valid data.

109 near future"   (Smith).
